Solving Urban Wildlife Problems

These 10 simple guidelines can prevent the most common urban wildlife problems:

1. Don’t leave cat or dog food outside overnight.

2. Don’t leave birdseed in feeders or on the ground overnight.
3. Don’t put unsecured garbage outside at night.
4. Cover crawlspace and attic openings with heavy gauge, rustproof wire mesh (not chicken wire).
5. Carefully inspect your eaves and other areas where the roof and house join. Repair deteriorating boards, warped siding and loose shingles.
6. Trim overhanging branches that provide easy access to your roof for squirrels and other wildlife.
7. If you have a pet door, close it at night by sliding a template in place to cover the entrance.
8. If you have a chimney, make sure that it has a secure cap. Chimneys without caps are open invitations to raccoons looking for "hollow trees" in which to give birth and raise their young.
9. If you have a deck, you can prevent animals from digging underneath it by creating an L-shaped barrier. Attach heavy gauge wire mesh to the base of the deck, sink it six inches into the ground, bend it 90 degrees away from the deck for 12 inches and then cover it with soil.
10. Share this information with your neighbors to encourage them to also take these simple steps to prevent urban wildlife problems. 
Trapping and relocating wildlife is discouraged for three reasons:

1. It’s a waste of time and effort because it doesn’t solve the problem. If animals are removed, others from surrounding areas soon move in to take their place. 
2. Studies have shown that relocated animals rarely survive more than two weeks. In unfamiliar territory, relocated animals are unable to successfully compete for food and shelter with the existing population of wildlife in that area. The relocated animal usually dies of starvation or from injuries inflicted by other wildlife.
3. Many of the trapped and relocated animals are lactating females. Orphans left behind die of starvation. If the orphans are in an attic or under a foundation, the resulting odor is extremely unpleasant.
Uninvited House Guests?

Call today to schedule a FREE on-site consultation.
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